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Region One Partner Recognized by State Board of Education 
Lone Star National Bank Honored for Support of Texas Public Schools  
 
Lone Star National Bank is one of the founding members of the Deep South Texas Financial Literacy 
Alliance, an association of college, university, community and banking partners brought together by the 
Region One GEAR UP program to increase the financial literacy awareness of families in deep South 
Texas. Early on, Lone Star National Bank officials recognized the importance and long term impact on 
students and their families to understand subjects such as interest rates, credit scores, savings accounts, 
and long-term financial planning.  For their support of this and other programs, Lone Star National Bank 
has been recognized by the Texas State Board of Education as a recipient of the 2016 Employers for 
Education Excellence/Gold Award.  
 
“We feel very honored and humbled to have received this award,” said Sonia Falcon, Senior Vice-
President, Lone Star National Bank. “From the very early days of Lone Star National Bank, the 
importance of supporting public education has always been our number one community objective.  This 
belief that ‘education is the future of our community and it comes first’ is emphasized by our Chairman 
of the Board Mr. Alonzo Cantu.” 
 
The EEE award was established in 2007 by the Texas Legislature to honor Texas employers who 
encourage and support staff participation and voluntarism in the public schools. Any Texas employer is 
eligible to win the award, including private companies, nonprofit organizations, and state, local, federal 
and educational entities.  
 
“We were overjoyed to hear that Lone Star National Bank had received this statewide recognition by the 
SBOE,” said Dr. Cornelio Gonzalez, Executive Director, Region One Education Service Center. “As 
partners with us in the Deep South Texas Financial Literacy Alliance, Lone Star National Bank has 
demonstrated a sincere desire to improve the lives of students and their families by supporting Region 
One in various activities including student summits, educator financial literacy conferences, and in other 
educational events. Lone Star National Bank and their leaders truly exemplify what the ‘employers for 
education’ award stands for!”.  
 
The EEE Awards are given in three categories- Gold, Silver and Bronze, according to the SBOE. Winners 
in the Gold Award category have implemented policies that: encourage and support employees who 
attend parent-teacher conferences; encourage employees to volunteer in school activities; and support 
employees that participate in student mentoring programs. Recognized businesses receive a plaque and 
the EEE designation is recognized for three years.  
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